Year 4, what a start to 2019
Welcome back! We hope you had a joyful and restful holiday with your children. The year group have settled back into
school routines absolutely brilliantly and children have been fully immersed in new learning, especially into our Titanic
learning. We have been very impressed with their knowledge and excitement to find out more. We are keen to work hard
with the children this half term, reviewing learning from the Autumn in Maths and Literacy and building on to ensure
excellent progress. In our curriculum topics, we are looking forward to superb range of activities, which will be driven by
the story of Titanic: what it was like onboard, reasons that led to its unfortunate sinking and our trip to SeaCity museum.
As always, do come and see us at any point to discuss your child’s learning.
We welcome Mrs. Markham to 4LM and the fantastic Year 4 team. She has already built strong relationships with the
children and they are keen to impress with their attitude and progress.
Mrs. Hamblin, Mr. Richards and Mrs. Markham.

Our learning highlights:
Trips / Theme Day

Maths

Our first trip to look forward to is
SeaCity on the Monday 4th March. The
focus of the trip will be to reinforce work
on the Titanic and the impact on
Southampton.
Letters will be sent
shortly. Remember you can pay for the
trip using the school’s online payment
system.

By this point in the year, your child should
be becoming more confident in both written
and mental methods for addition,
subtraction, multiplication and division.
Times tables facts are key so please keep
encouraging your child to practise and
explore table facts. Mathletics is a fabulous
platform to develop mathematical fluency
and accuracy, well done to all those using
this on a regular basis and earning
certificates.

Towards the end of the term, we will be
holding our Titanic Day, bringing our
learning to life. Children will dress in
appropriate costume for the day and
carry out various activities.

Literacy
The story of the Titanic is the driver
for our literacy learning and we will be
exploring the story of Death on the
Water, by Tom and Tony Bradman.
Children will be learning lots of different
skills to engage the reader with their
writing;
including
speech,
rich
description, figurative language and
fronted adverbial phrases. The styles of
writing will include: letter writing,
poetry, recounts and persuasive texts.

Over the coming weeks, we will be looking at
time, fractions and data.

Maths in the real world
It is clear from the number of digital watches being worn that our children are reasonably confident with telling
the time digitally. In our Maths work we will be working on the analogue clock as well as digital time so please take
any opportunity you can to practise.
 Vocabulary:`
o’clock
quarter past
half past quarter to
am/pm
noon/midnight
morning/afternoon
 Read, write and convert time from analogue and digital as well as 12-hour to 24-hour time.
 Understanding and recalling how many seconds in a minute, minutes in an hour and hours in a day
and linking these to children’s knowledge of telling the time (e.g. 1/4 of an hour = 15 minutes, 1/2 an
hour = 30 minutes.)
Please encourage links between maths in school and the real world, for example: following recipes, total and change
with money, time/duration of programmes, interpreting timetables, measuring length, weight and capacity.

Back into routine…
The children of Year 4 have become extremely well organised for their learning at SJS
and we just ask that you continue to support them in ensuring they are prepared with
some of the following aspects of our timetable:
PE: Our PE days are Monday (outdoor) and Thursday (indoor). Children will need
suitable kit for both days kept in school the whole week. This should include warm
clothing for outdoor PE days and appropriate clothing for use of the gym equipment on
indoor PE days. Please refer back to the school’s uniform policy for further information.
Ideally, earring should be removed for PE, however earring tape should be provided if
earrings cannot be removed and all jewellery and watches need to be removed for any
physical activity. If children are not suitable prepared for lessons, they will not be able
participate. We also ask that you send in written notes to inform of us of any issues
related to PE participation.
Home learning: Issued on a Thursday and due in on a Tuesday. Although children
should be able to complete the majority of tasks with some independence, we would
appreciate you sometimes guiding them on the quality and care they are putting into
completing all tasks. Home Learning club runs at 12pm in the ICT suite with Mrs.
Bowler and Miss Hedges, on a Friday. Should you wish for your child to attend, simply
ensure they have their home learning book in school on that day.

Plea for resources
Our Art this half term is based on the work of Pablo Picasso and the work of the
Cubist movement. Therefore, if you have any leftover of spare textured papers,
wallpaper, wrapping paper, music sheets or other papers then please send this in with
your child.
In Design and Technology, we will be using shoeboxes or other similar sized boxes to create
a large piece of art. Please send in any suitable boxes with your child over the next few
weeks (To be used in the middle of March.)

Dates for the diary:

Friday 8th February – School discos (look out for information)
Friday 15th February – INSET (school closed)
HALF TERM WEEK
Monday 4th March – SeaCity trip
Thursday 7th March – World Book Day
Wednesday 20th and Thursday 21st March – Parents’ evening (progress
review) 4DR will be Tuesday 19th and Thursday 21st March.
Friday 29th March – Titanic Day TBC
Friday 5th April – EASTER HOLIDAYS

Online resources
Don’t forget to dip into Mathletics and other
Maths based online activities.
Some great Maths websites are:

‘snappy Maths’

‘Daily 10’ on the Topmarks website

Hit the button

“Cool Maths games”

Woodlands Junior school Maths

Maths playground
Children can also access ‘Bug Club’ at
www.activelearnprimary.co.uk where digital
books are accessible for them to read and
complete fun tasks linked to the book.
Their user is the first four letters of their
first and last names, password is their class
and school code is 3ag6.
For example, Joe Bloggs in 4SH would enter:
joeblog
4SH
3ag6

Do explore our website and
Facebook page:
http://sjsonline.org.uk/

